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The Fine Print.
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This tool kit has been designed to assist transgender 

individuals who are faced with the sometimes difficult 

task of changing their names and identification 

documents.  It contains information to guide 

transgender individuals in Illinois through the process 

of changing one’s name and obtaining a new birth 

certificate, driver’s license, Social Security card, and 

passport as well as to provide information regarding 

your obligation for registering with the United States 

Selective Service Administration. This process does 

not require the use of an attorney, although one 

may be helpful. This publication does not constitute 

legal advice, and the information contained in this 

publication may not completely meet your individual 

needs. Only an attorney can give you legal advice after 

discussing your particular situation with you.



Changing Your Legal Name
The first step that must be taken before you can modify your identification documents is to change your legal name.  
This is done through a court order.  You will receive a final judgment from the court changing your legal name.  It is 
recommended that you obtain multiple certified copies of your judgment on the day your name is changed as you 
will need certified copies of your judgment to change several of your identity documents.
  
The next step you may wish to take is to change your driver’s license and/or state identification. Having your new 
name on this supporting identification is required to subsequently change certain forms of identification, such as your 
Social Security card and passport.  Moreover, Illinois requires individuals who have changed their names to obtain 
amended driver’s licenses within thirty days of their name change.  

Once you have completed the name change process and obtained an amended driver’s license and/or state 
identification card, you may change your other identity documents, including your birth certificate, passport, etc. 
according to your situation and needs.  Keep in mind that you may need certain identity documents modified sooner 
because they will be necessary to submit to other agencies as part of their amendment process as detailed below.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Why get a legal name change?
It may be necessary for a transgender person to get a court ordered name change for a number of reasons.  Presenting 
official identification such as a birth certificate, driver’s license, Social Security card, or school identification card with a 
name and picture inconsistent with a person’s current gender identity may create difficult situations on a regular basis.  
Essentially, presenting conflicting identification immediately “outs” an individual as transgender, which could result in 
harassment and even violence.  It may also create problems when traveling, applying for jobs or registering for classes 
at school.  A court ordered name change can help alleviate some of these problems.

Do I need an attorney?
An attorney is not necessary to obtain a legal name change.  This is a process you can do yourself.  However, 
every situation is different, so if you have questions or concerns about these forms or your legal rights, we strongly 
recommend that you talk to an attorney.  If you would like a referral to an attorney in your area who can assist you in 
this process, please call Lambda Legal’s referral line at 312-663-4413.

What if I am a minor?
If you are under the age of eighteen, you must complete a different set of forms specifically created for minors who 
wish to change their name.  If you are under 18, you must have your parent or legal guardian’s permission in order to 
petition for a legal name change.

How much will it cost?
The cost of a legal name change will vary from county to county.  As of June 2012, the filing fee in Cook County was 
$337.  You must file a name change petition in the county in which you live.  Call the Clerk of the Court for your county 
to find out the exact cost and what forms of payment are accepted.  A phone and address list for the Clerk of the 
Court in each Illinois county is included in the Related Links at the end of this section.  There may be additional fees 
to change your identity documents such as your birth certificate, driver’s license, etc.  If you are unable to afford a fee, 
you may be able to obtain leave of the court to waive your court costs by filing a motion.  The Related Links section 
contains information on obtaining a waiver.

How long will it take?
This will vary from county to county.  Generally, it takes two to three months to legally change your name, depending 
on how busy the judge’s schedule is.
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LEGALLY CHANGING YOUR NAME

Filing your case and setting your hearing date
In order to legally change your name in Illinois, you must file a case with the Circuit Court for the county in which you live.  
Contact the Clerk of the Court for your county (Clerk of the Court phone and address list is included below in the Related 
Links of this section) to find out where you need to file your name change case.  In most counties, you will file your case 
at the Clerk of the Court’s office, which is usually located in the county courthouse or a branch of the county courthouse.

The petition
A case begins by filing a petition with the court.  A petition is a written request to the court to take some type of legal 
action (such as legally changing your name).  The person who originally asks the court to take legal action is called 
the petitioner; you are the petitioner in your name change case.

As you begin the process, consider the sample name change petition and supporting documents included in the 
Related Links part at the end of this section.  The link to Law Help Interactive, for example, provides online fillable 
petitions, affidavits and order forms for all of the counties in Illinois.  You must complete the petition, filling in all of 
the blank spaces by typing or writing in black ink.

At the top of the petition (in the heading), the form requires you to list the name of the petitioner.  You should list 
your current legal name (not the new name you wish the court to accept) because at this stage your name change 
has not yet been granted.  In the heading you must also list the judicial circuit, division, and case number.  The Clerk 
of the Court’s office can tell you which judicial circuit and division your case will be filed in.  Your case number will be 
assigned when you file your case.

When you have completely filled out the petition (with everything except the case number), you must sign the 
petition in the presence of a notary public.  If you do not know anyone who is a notary public, most banks have 
someone who can notarize documents for a small fee.  After the petition has been notarized, you are almost ready 
to file the petition with the Clerk of the Court in the county where you live.

Civil Cover Sheet
When you file your petition, you must include a Civil Cover Sheet.  A sample Civil Cover Sheet is included in the Related 
Links section at the end of this section.  In the heading of the Civil Cover Sheet, type or write the name of the court (Circuit 
Court in and for ___ County in the ____ Judicial Circuit), the division and the Case No. (the Clerk of the Court can assist 
you with this), and the petitioner’s name (your current legal name).  In the section titled “Petitioner/Plaintiff,” you will write 
your name as follows: “In the Name of [Your Name].”  There is no defendant.  At the bottom of the form you must list the 
date you file your petition and sign the form where indicated, listing your address and phone number.

Filing fee
When you file your petition and Civil Cover sheet with the Clerk of the Court, you will be required to pay a filing fee.  
The filing fee varies from county to county; for example, as of June 2012, the filing fee in Cook County was $337.00.  
Contact the Clerk of the Court to find out what the filing fee is in your county.  Once you have completed this step, a 
case number will be assigned and an official court file will be opened.  You have now filed your name change case.

If you are unable to afford the filing fee, you may be able to obtain leave of the court to waive your court costs by 
filing a motion.  The Related Links section contains two instructive videos from local legal aid groups providing 
information as to how to file such a motion.

Set hearing date
At the time you file your case, you will set a hearing date for the court to consider your petition.  The procedures for 
setting a hearing date vary from county to county, so you should ask the Clerk of the Court about the procedure in 
your area.  Depending on the judge, you may or may not be required to attend a final hearing, where the judge may 
ask you basic questions about your petition for name change. This is to ensure that you are not attempting to change 
your name for illegal or fraudulent purpose, such as to avoid creditors or to hide from law enforcement authorities.  
Generally, you may change your name for any purpose that is not a fraudulent purpose.  It is not a fraudulent purpose 
to change your name to one that is more compatible with your gender identity or expression.
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Publication
Pursuant to Illinois law, you must publish notice of your name change once a week for three consecutive 
weeks before your hearing date. This should be done in the newspaper for the county that you live in. If 
there is no newspaper for the county you live in, you may use a newspaper in the county next to yours. 
Contact the newspaper to inquire into the process and rates. Make sure the newspaper provides you with a 
“certification of publication” after the notice has run for three weeks. 

Final judgment
The Related Links section also contains sample completed online ‘Final Judgment of Change of Name’ 
forms, which the judge may use to finalize your name change.  Check with the Clerk of the Court to see 
if your judge prefers for you to bring a final judgment form with you.  If so, you should type or print the 
heading, including the circuit, county, case number, division, and your current legal name (not the new name 
you are asking the court to accept).  Leave the rest of the form blank for the judge to complete.  If the judge 
grants your petition, he or she will sign the Final Judgment form, which is also called a final order.  This 
officially changes your name.

Certified copies of final order
For a small fee, the Clerk of the Court can provide you with certified copies of the signed final order.  The 
amount of the fee may vary from county to county.  It may be helpful to compile beforehand a list of all of 
the people and/or places that will need a certified copy of your final judgment.  This list may include the 
driver’s license office, Social Security office, banks, schools, etc.  Making a list may help you figure out how 
many copies you will need and may save you time and another trip to the courthouse to get extra copies 
later.  You should obtain certified copies of your judgment as soon as possible as these documents will be 
necessary to change your other identity documents.

Paperwork
You should keep a copy of all paperwork you file with the court as well as all of the documents the court and 
the clerk’s office provide to you.

The name change process step by step:

 1.  Complete: 
  1) a civil cover sheet (“cover sheet”);
 
  2)  a petition (one original and two copies) to change your name with supporting affidavit 

(“petition”); and 

  3)  a judgment order (“order”) (one original and three copies).  
        The affidavit must be signed by someone who knows you (not a relative) and be notarized.  

In Cook County, these forms may be located on the clerk’s website.  

 2.   File: your completed forms (cover sheet, petition with affidavit, and order) with your local 
Circuit Court office.  In Cook County, the Circuit Court offices are located in Rolling Meadows, 
Skokie, Maywood, Bridgeview, Markham and in Chicago at the Richard J. Daley Center, 50 W. 
Washington, Room 1202.  

 3.   Pay: At the time you file your forms with the court, you also will pay a fee.  At this time, the 
fee is $337.00 in Cook County.  Upon filing your forms, you will receive a court date, judge, 
room number and time to appear in court at least eight (8) weeks from the date of your filing.  
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4.   Publish:  Pursuant to Illinois state law, you must publish your notice to change your name in a 
newspaper once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks before appearing in court on your given 
court date.  You will pay a fee for this publication to the local newspaper.  In Cook County, petitioners 
must publish their change of name in the Daily Law Bulletin which has a desk in Room 802 at the 
Daley Center located at 50 W. Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois.  The fee to publish your notice 
in the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin is approximately $110.00.  You will give them one copy of your 
petition, not including the affidavit.  You must also include your court date and time, the name of the 
judge handling your case, the courtroom number, and the case number.  The newspaper will need to 
provide you with a “certification of publication” once the publication has run for three consecutive 
weeks.  You must bring your “certificate of publication” with you to present to the court on your given 
court date.

 5.   Appear:  On your given court date, you will need to go to the judge’s courtroom you 
were assigned when you filed your forms.  You should bring with you: copies of all of your 
filed forms; your certificate of publication; your birth certificate, and any other identification 
documents you possess including your driver’s license and/or state identification card.  When 
the clerk calls your case, respond that you are “here” and approach the bench.  The judge 
will question you regarding your reasons for changing your name.  This should not be a scary 
process: the court primarily is attempting to determine that your change of name is not being 
done for some fraudulent reason.  Answer the judge’s questions truthfully. It is customary to 
address him/her as “Judge” or “Your Honor.” Once the judge has completed questioning, 
he or she likely will sign your order. Congratulations! Your name has been officially changed.  
Make sure you receive stamped copies of the judge’s order before you leave the courtroom.

 6.   Certify: After the court grants your petition for name change, you will probably want to 
apply to change your other identity documents to reflect your new name.  In order to change 
these other documents, you will need a certified copy of your final judgment order changing 
your name.  To expedite the process of changing your other identity documents, you should 
obtain certified copies of the judge’s order changing your name on the day the court grants 
your petition.  At the Daley Center, you can get additional copies of the judge’s order certified 
in Room 803.  Certified copies will cost approximately $9.00 each.

RELATED LINKS
Informational websites and forms for filing name change petition
• (Cook County Fillable Civil Cover Sheet) http://12.218.239.52/Forms/pdf_files/CCCO0520.pdf
• (Cook- County Online Fillable Petition for Name Change) http://12.218.239.52/Forms/pdf_files/CCCO0039.pdf 
• (Cook County- Sample Judgment Order for Name Change) http://12.218.239.52/Forms/pdf_files/CCCO0038.pdf
•  (Cook County Clerk’s FAQ Regarding Name Change Process) http://www.cookcountyclerkofcourt.org/?Section=

FAQSPage&FAQSPage=ALL&Question=name+change&Answer=&Submit=Submit 
•  (Law Help Interactive website Online Tool for Preparing Petition, Affidavit, Order and Notice of Filing that can be 

used for any Illinois County) https://www.lawhelpinteractive.org/login_form?template_id=template.2009-03-
30.3036595798&set_language=en

•  (Illinois Legal Aid Website Video Providing Guidance on How to Apply for Fee Waiver to Avoid Paying Court Costs)
http://www.illinoislegalaid.org/%5Cindex.cfm?fuseaction=home.dsp_content&contentID=7909 

•  (Law Help Interactive Website for Preparing Petition to Waive Court Costs)  
https://lawhelpinteractive.org/login_form?template_id=template.2008-03-26.6222466861&set_language=en 

•  (List of Illinois Circuit Court Clerks Offices by County)  
http://www.state.il.us/court/CircuitCourt/CircuitCourtJudges/CCC_County.asp 
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Changing Other Identity 
Documentation to Reflect Name 

and Gender Marker Changes
After the court grants your petition for name change, you will  want to apply to change your other identity 
documents to reflect your new name.  In order to change these other documents, you will need a certified 
copy of your final judgment of name change.  The following section describes the processes for changing your 
other identity documents in one possible logical order.  This section also provides information regarding your 
Selective Service obligations.

Illinois Driver’s License or Identification Card
You must obtain an amended driver’s license with your new legal name once you received a court order changing your 
legal name. This is done by presenting a certified copy of your judgment and paying the required fee.
  
Within 10 days of changing your name, you must notify the Secretary of State by visiting a Driver Services facility or by 
writing to the Driver Services Department, Central Services, 2701 S. Dirksen Parkway, Springfield, Illinois 62723. You are 
required by Illinois law to obtain a replacement driver’s license or Illinois ID card showing your new name within 30 days 
of legally changing your name.

How do I amend name on driver’s license or state ID card?  Where do I apply?
To obtain a replacement license reflecting your new name, go to your local driver’s license office and bring along a 
certified copy of your Final Judgment of Name Change.  Once you pay the required fee, they will issue a new driver’s 
license or ID card.  An applicant who requests a change in name must also present acceptable identification to create a 
link pertaining to the change between the previous information and the new information.  Your previous driver’s license 
or state identification card will do. 

To amend gender marker on driver’s license or state ID card
In Illinois, the Department of Motor Vehicles will change the gender marker on your driver’s license if you provide 
documentation that you are taking appropriate steps to change your gender. 

To change the gender marker on your driver’s license, you must provide either a certified copy of your amended birth 
certificate or a letter or affidavit from your physician certifying that you have taken or are taking appropriate clinical steps 
to change your gender.

Amendment fees
The Department of Motor Vehicles charges a $5 fee to amend a driver’s license.

RELATED LINKS
Illinois Secretary of State website
• (Illinois Secretary of State Website)  http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com
•  (Illinois Department of Public Health Gender Reassignment Application Instructions and Sample Physician 

Affidavits) http://www.idph.state.il.us/vitalrecords/pdf/genderreassign.pdf  
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Social Security Card
After you have received your legal name change, you may apply to change your name on your Social Security 
card by providing the Social Security Administration with a copy of your name change judgment and supporting 
identity documents.  While not required by law, many find that having a matching name on their Social Security 
card can prevent confusion and the need for explanations.  The Social Security Administration will issue a new 
Social Security card with your new name, but will NOT issue you a new Social Security number. Your amended 
card will merely reflect your new name.  Therefore, employers and others who conduct a search using your 
Social Security number may locate documents that reflect your prior name.

To amend name on Social Security card
To change your Social Security card to reflect your new legal name, you must complete Form SS-5, “Application 
For A Social Security Card,” which is included in this section’s Related Links.  You must also provide:

 1.   Proof of identity: One or more identity documents in your new legal name. The Social Security 
Administration will accept the following documents as proof of identity: driver’s license, marriage or 
divorce record, military records, employer ID card, adoption record, life insurance policy, passport, 
health insurance card (not Medicare), or a school ID card.  They do NOT accept birth certificates.  All 
documents must be either originals or certified copies.  The Social Security office will NOT accept 
photocopies of documents, even if notarized. These documents must show your current legal name. For 
this reason, it is often helpful to obtain your new driver’s license or state ID before starting the process 
to change your Social Security card. 

 2.   Proof of former identity: One or more identity documents in your former name. These 
documents can be expired.

 3.  A certified copy of your Final Judgment of Name Change.

To amend gender marker on Social Security card
To change your Social Security records to reflect your reassigned gender,  in addition to the above-mentioned 
documents, you must provide a full-validity, 10-year U.S. passport showing the new sex; a state-issued amended birth 
certificate showing the new sex; a court order directing legal recognition of change of sex; or a medical certification 
of appropriate clinical treatment for gender transition in the form of an original letter from a licensed physician. The 
document must have enough biographical data (e.g., name and date of birth) to clearly identify you. 

Amendment fees
There is no fee to change your name or gender marker with the Social Security Administration.  If you were born 
outside of the U.S., you may also be required to show proof of U.S. citizenship or lawful alien status before they 
will grant the new Social Security card.

Where to apply
You may mail your application to the Social Security office or bring your application and supporting documents 
to your local Social Security office.  Your documents will be returned to you.  You can find a Social Security office 
near you by looking in the phone book or online at http://www.ssa.gov/locator/.  

How long will it take
Your new Social Security card should arrive within two weeks

RELATED LINKS
Social Security Administration website and forms
• (Social Security website home page) http://www.ssa.gov
• (Social Security online Form SS-5) http://www.ssa.gov/online/ss-5.pdf 
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Birth Certificates
If you were born in Illinois, to change your name on your birth certificate, you will need to submit a copy of your 
final judgment changing your legal name as well as the required fee.  A physician’s affidavit is also required if you 
wish to change the gender marker on your birth certificate.  Birth certificate records are kept by the state in which 
you were born.
  
For specific information about how to amend your birth certificate to reflect your name change if you were born in 
a state other than Illinois, contact the Department of Vital Records or equivalent agency in the state in which you 
were born.  

To amend name on Illinois birth certificate
If your name has been legally changed, then you will need to send a certified copy of the final court order of 
legal name change, a copy of your non-expired government issued photo ID, and a check or money order 
payable to the “Illinois Department of Public Health” (Do not send cash) for the required $15 fee. Additional 
copies of the birth certificate are $2 each if requested at the same time the amendment is being done. 

To amend gender marker on Illinois birth certificate
A person born in Illinois, with an existing Illinois birth record, may submit an application to the Illinois Department 
of Public Health seeking to have the gender changed on his or her own birth record after undergoing an 
operation(s) having the effect of reflecting, enhancing, changing, reassigning or otherwise affecting gender. 
Genital reconstructive surgery is not required.  You must submit a State of Illinois Gender Reassignment 
Application, an Affidavit for a New Birth Certificate After Completion of Gender Reassignment Surgery, and 
a physician affidavit.  The physician affidavit that must be provided in support of your application will vary 
depending on whether your gender reassignment operation occurred in the United States.

If your gender reassignment operation occurred in the United States, A person born in Illinois, with an existing 
Illinois birth record, may submit an application to the Illinois Department of Public Health seeking to have the 
gender changed on his or her own birth record after undergoing an operation(s) having the effect of reflecting, 
enhancing, changing, reassigning or otherwise affecting gender. Genital reconstructive surgery is not required.  
You must submit a State of Illinois Gender Reassignment Application, an “Affidavit for a New Birth Certificate 
After Completion of Gender Reassignment Surgery,” and a physician affidavit.  The physician affidavit that must 
be provided in support of your application will vary depending on whether your gender reassignment operation 
occurred in the United States.

If the gender reassignment operation occurred outside of the United States, , the application should include an 
affidavit signed by an examining physician duly licensed to practice medicine in Illinois or any state in the United 
States. The affidavit shall clearly establish that the examining physician personally examined the applicant and 
shall clearly state that the identified operation previously performed has reassigned the applicant’s gender and 
justifies a change in the applicant’s gender on his/her birth record.

Where to apply
You should mail your completed Application for Amended Birth Certificate, along with all supporting 
documentation and fees, to: Illinois Department of Public Health, Department of Vital Records, 925 East Ridgely 
Avenue, Springfield, IL 62702-2737.  
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What amended birth certificate will look like
Your amended birth certificate will state that it is an “amended birth certificate” and will note the date the 
change occurred, but will not indicate what items were changed or why they were changed.  In Illinois, birth 
records are not freely accessible by the general public.  Such information will remain private unless subpoenaed 
by a court or requested by you or your parent or legal guardian.

Amendment fees
The fee to create a new birth record is $15 and includes one certified copy. Additional copies of the same record 
requested at the same time are $2 each.

How long will it take
Approximately between 8 to 10 weeks from the date the request is received.

RELATED LINKS
Illinois State Department of Vital Records website and related informational website
• (Illinois State Department of Vital Records home page) http://www.idph.state.il.us/vitalrecords/index.htm
•  (Illinois Department of Public Health gender reassignment application instructions and sample physician 

affidavits) http://www.idph.state.il.us/vitalrecords/pdf/genderreassign.pdf  
•  (Illinois Department of Public Health application for correction of birth certificate)  

http://www.idph.state.il.us/vitalrecords/pdf/bccorrect.pdf certificate 
•  (Private website that provides for a state by state listing of the requirements to amend a birth certificate.) 

www.drbecky.com/birthcert.html 

Passport
You may amend your passport by completing the State Department’s amendment application, submitting the 
required supporting documentation including a certified copy of your judgment changing your legal name and 
other identity documents establishing your U.S. citizenship, and paying the required fee.
  
If you have a U.S. passport and would like to amend your existing passport to reflect your new name and/or 
reassigned gender, you must fill out and submit the Passport Amendment/Validation Application, also called 
form DS-11, located in the Related Links following this section.  To obtain or renew a passport, you will need:

•   Two 2X2 inch photographs of yourself (the photo submitted with the passport application must accurately 
reflect your current appearance); 

•   Proof of U.S. citizenship such as a previous passport or birth certificate (The ID presented with the application 
must reflect your current appearance); 

•  A completed form DS-11;
•  Legal documentation of name change if needed; and
•  Current application fees.
 
If one or more of your submitted documents does not reflect your current gender, a physician’s certification also 
is required as described below. 

To amend name on passport
You must submit a completed form DS-11 along with a certified copy of your Final Judgment of Change of Name 
and your current valid passport.  Photocopies and notarized copies are NOT acceptable.  Your amended passport 
and any documentary evidence will be returned to you via first class U.S. mail after the process is completed.
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To amend gender marker on passport
The State Department has issued new rules  for obtaining a passport with your current gender if your current documents 
(prior passports, driver’s license, birth certificate, or other documents) do not all reflect your correct gender.  In that 
case, you will need to submit a physician’s certification along with your DS-11 form.  You will be eligible for a passport 
of varying terms depending upon whether your gender transition is complete or still in process.
If your gender transition is complete, you will be eligible for a ten (10) year passport.  Your supporting physician’s 
letter should be a signed original written on office letterhead and include:
• Physician’s full name;
• Medical license or certificate number;
• Issuing state or other jurisdiction of medical license/certificate;
• Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) registration number assigned to the physician;
• Address and telephone number of the physician;
• Language stating that he/she is your physician and that he/she has a doctor/patient relationship with you;
• Language stating that you have had “appropriate clinical treatment” for gender transition to a new gender; 
and
• Language stating “I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing 
is true and correct.”

If your gender transition is in process, you are eligible for a limited validity two (2) year passport.  In that case, 
your signed original physician’s letter written on office letterhead must include:

• Physician’s full name;
• Medical license or certificate number; and
• Issuing state or other jurisdiction of medical license/certificate

The physician’s “certification letter” may be from any licensed physician with whom you have a doctor-patient 
relationship (or who is familiar with your transition-related treatment, including a primary care physician).   Your 
physician’s letter must include a statement that you have received the “appropriate clinical treatment” for 
gender transition but does not need to include any specifics about the treatment.  No specific treatment 
is required by the Department of State.  The Department leaves it up to the physician to determine what 
treatment is appropriate on a patient by patient basis. 
 
Amendment fees
There is no fee to amend your passport unless you require expedited service.  The expedited service fee is 
$60.00.  More information on expedited service can be found on the instruction page following form DS-11.

Where to apply
You may not renew your passport via the mail.  You must renew your passport in person at any passport 
acceptance facility.  These include courthouses, post offices, some public libraries, and certain county and 
municipal offices. 

RELATED LINKS
United States State Department website and forms and related guide
•  (National Center for Transgender Equality guide for understanding State Department’s passport gender 

change policy, updated January 2011) http://transequality.org/Resources/passports_2011.pdf 
•   (United States State Department identification requirements for gender reassignment applicants)  

http://travel.state.gov/passport/get/first/first_5100.html 
•  (United States State Department Passport Application Form DS-11)  

http://travel.state.gov/passport/forms/ds11/ds11_842.html
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Selective Service
If designated female at birth
If you were designated female at birth and have had gender reassignment surgery, you do not need to register 
with the Selective Service.  However, if you are applying for federal benefits that require proof of Selective 
Service registration (including educational loans), you will need to show that you were never required to register.  
People designated female at birth are never required to register.  You can prove this by requesting a “Status 
Information” letter from the Selective Service System (‘Request for Status Information Letter’ form included 
in Related Links below).  You must explain in detail why you believe you were not required to register for the 
selective service (e.g. you were designated female at birth or an intersexed condition and have now completed 
sex reassignment).  You should also include supporting documentation, such as a letter of affidavit from your 
treating physician (see sample physician’s affidavit included in Related Links section regarding correcting your 
birth certificate) and a copy of your original birth certificate (with female gender marker).

Complete the ‘Request for Status Information Letter’ form and submit it along with all supporting 
documentation to:

Selective Service System
Data Management Center
P.O. Box 94638
Palatine, IL 60094-4638
Phone: 847-688-6888, Toll free: 1-888-655-1825
847-688-2567
email: DMCSupport@sss.gov

If designated male at birth
If you were designated male at birth, even if you had gender reassignment surgery, you must register with the 
Selective Service.  However, in the event the draft is resumed, you can file a claim for exemption from military 
service if you receive an order for an examination or induction.
  
RELATED LINKS
United States Selective Service Administration website FAQ
•  (United States Selective Service System FAQ regarding reporting requirements for transgender citizens)  

http://www.sss.gov/QA.HTM#quest35
•  (Sample Request for Status Information Letter and related instructions)  

http://www4.wccnet.edu/studentservices/studentconnection/financialaid/pdf/forms_page/Selective_
Service_Status_Letter.pdf
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Equality Illinois is the state’s oldest and largest organization securing, defending,  
and protecting equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people.

www EqualityIllinois org
17 North State Street, Suite 1020

Chicago, IL 60602
773.477.7173
info@eqil.org

facebook.com/equalityillinois
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This guide and educational programs of Equality Illinois’ Knowledge=Power Campaign are 
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