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Dear Champions of Equality,

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the staff of the Equality Illinois Institute, we 
welcome you to the 2017 Gala!

In many respects, this has been a tough year for the LGBTQ community.  In June, we 
saw LGBTQ Latino people targeted in our nation’s largest mass shooting in history.  In 
November, we saw the public face of one of the nation’s most draconian attempts to 
curtail LGBTQ equality elected to the Vice Presidency.  The agenda and focus of the 
new administrations is, at best, unclear, though the fact that we will need to defend 
our hard-won victories of the last 25 years is almost certainly not in doubt.  In short, 
it is easy to understand why two-thirds of our stakeholders tell us they are less 
optimistic about LGBTQ equality today than they were a year ago.

It is reasons like these that make tonight so important.

It is important to come together – over 1,000 people strong – to remind ourselves of 
the power and beauty and diversity of our community.

It is important to come together and honor leaders like Terry Cosgrove, Mona Noriega, 
and the Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago, who for decades have 
been fighting for a world in which LGBTQ people are fully equal.

It is important to interact with our elected and public officials to share with them that 
we are grateful for their courage, remind them what we expect of them in the future, 
and promise to hold them accountable for advancing our civil rights.

We can assure you that with sustained support from you, Equality Illinois will 
continue to fight until every member of our community is equal.  We will continue to 
labor to ensure that laws are fully and fairly implemented and to defend 
LGBTQ-supportive laws from those opposed to equality. We will continue to demand 
non-discrimination protections for members of the transgender community.  We will 
continue to insist that our youth be allowed to be who they are and that our seniors 
be treated with dignity and respect.  We will continue to confront bigotry, ignorance 
and intolerance whenever and wherever it appears.  And, we will continue to 
strengthen our statewide coalition and to collaborate with our allies in Chicago, 
Carbondale, Peoria, Rockford, Springfield, Metropolis, Urbana and elsewhere to build 
a safe, strong and inclusive Illinois for all of its citizens.  These are not just words; 
these are our promises to you.  Our plan of action for accomplishing them will be set 
forth in our new Strategic Plan, which we are in the process of finalizing and which 
will be released on July 1, 2017.  It will set forth a clear outline for how we will spend 
the next four years standing up for LGBTQ civil rights.   

But tonight, we say thank you to our partners and sponsors for their continued 
support of our work on behalf of LGBTQ equality.  We say thank you to our allies who 
have never wavered even when threatened by our opponents.  And, we say thank you 
to our donors and members whose support keeps Equality Illinois moving forward 
and fighting for the LGBTQ community across the state. Our work would not be 
possible without your ongoing support – on Gala night and throughout the year.

We thank all of you for being here.

Enjoy the celebration, and tomorrow we get back to work!
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Equality Illinois Institute is proud to present its Business Leadership Award to the Ann & Robert H. Lurie 
Children’s Hospital of Chicago for its dedication to improving the lives of LGBTQ Illinoisans.

"What better way to launch our second 25 years than to honor Lurie Children's Hospital for its belief that 
LGBTQ people must be treated with dignity and respect and afforded the level of care and service that is 
needed for them to live full and equal lives," said Brian C. Johnson, CEO of Equality Illinois. 

The Equality Illinois Business Leadership Award is awarded annually to organizations that demonstrate 
remarkable vision, courage, and leadership in the effort to achieve full equality for LGBTQ individuals in Illinois.

"Lurie Children's Hospital has been at the forefront of fighting for LGBTQ equality in Illinois for many years," 
Johnson said. "Lurie's dedication to serving LGBTQ youth and families has earned it the deep appreciation of 
Equality Illinois and earned it the Business Leadership Award."

Johnson said that Illinois’ 2015 ban on conversion therapy in Illinois was achieved, in part, due to Lurie's 
advocacy work done by their Division of Adolescent Medicine. Lurie’s groundbreaking Gender Development 
Services provides cutting-edge, world class, and affirming services for transgender youth and their families. 
Lurie’s HIV/AIDS Prevention Program serves more young people than any other similar provider in the 
Midwest.

"In fact, our 2017 Gala coincides with the 30th anniversary of the founding of the HIV/AIDS Prevention Program 
at Lurie," Johnson said.

Dr. Robert Garofalo, head of the Division of Adolescent Medicine at Lurie, said, “All of us at Lurie Children’s 
Hospital have felt that by focusing on LGBTQ lives and ensuring they were safe and healthy, we in turn help 
everyone. So, we are excited and honored to have a partner like Equality Illinois help us celebrate and promote 
this way of approaching health care in hopes that others work to replicate it."
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2017 freedom award

Equality Illinois is proud to present the Freedom Award to Terry Cosgrove 
for a lifetime of working to the secure the rights of LGBTQ Illinoisans and 
protect women’s health care choices.

The Equality Illinois Freedom Award was created to honor individuals and 
organizations who demonstrate remarkable vision, courage, and leadership  
in the effort to achieve full equality for LGBTQ individuals in Illinois. “Terry 
Cosgrove has lived up to those ideals through a lifetime of activism in 
Illinois,” said Brian C. Johnson, CEO of Equality Illinois.

Cosgrove got his start in advocacy in the 1970s when he worked for a 
tenants' rights organization in Champaign-Urbana while also active in the 
gay and lesbian rights movement. He played a major role in passage of 
human rights ordinances by the Champaign and Urbana city councils. 
Cosgrove's work for LGBTQ rights, women's rights, and on many political 
campaigns led to his appointment as director of Personal PAC in 1989 and 
then elevation to president and CEO. Personal PAC focuses on electing 
pro-choice candidates in the state. He also serves as commissioner on the 
Illinois Commission on Human Rights, appointed by Gov. Pat Quinn in 2011. 
He is a 2014 inductee in the Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame.

"Women's rights and LGBTQ rights are inextricably tied, and Terry Cosgrove 
has been involved in all those important human rights battles and related 
election campaigns in the state for more than four decades," Johnson said.

In acknowledging the Freedom Award, Cosgrove remembered his early 
days as an advocate at the University of Illinois. “As one of the few out gay 
men at the U. of I. in the 1970s and 1980s, I couldn't stop speaking out 
because I knew LGBTQ folks needed to not feel so isolated and desperate," 
Cosgrove said. "More than ever, the effectiveness and leadership of Equality 
Illinois is needed to meet the profound challenges still confronting the 
LGBTQ community today.”

TERRY COSGROVE
Chief executive officer,
PERSONAL PAC
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2017 freedom award

Equality Illinois is proud to present the Freedom Award to Mona Noriega for 
her lifelong commitment to fighting for civil rights and personal freedoms.

"Mona Noriega epitomizes the criteria for the Equality Illinois Freedom 
Award, which was created to honor individuals and organizations who 
demonstrate remarkable vision, courage, and leadership in the effort to 
achieve full equality for LGBTQ individuals in Illinois," said Brian C. Johnson, 
CEO of Equality Illinois.

Starting as a citizen activist in the late 1970s, Noriega organized events to 
help women build their community, and she was a trailblazer for advocacy 
for Latina lesbians. In 1993, she went to work for Lambda Legal, the 
national legal organization fighting for LGBTQ rights, where she helped to 
establish the Midwest office and served as the Midwest Regional Director. 
In 2011, Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel appointed Noriega to serve as Chair 
and Commissioner of the Chicago Commission on Human Relations, which 
is charged with enforcing the Chicago Human Rights Ordinance and the 
Chicago Fair Housing Ordinance. She is a 2002 inductee in the Chicago 
LGBT Hall of Fame.

"Mona Noriega has been on the front lines of fighting for LGBTQ rights and 
women's rights for nearly 40 years, stepping up wherever she saw the 
need for passion and action," Johnson said.

In accepting the award, Noriega said. "I am truly honored and appreciative 
to be selected by Equality Illinois as a 2017 Freedom Award recipient. It is 
even more rewarding coming from an organization which I have long 
admired and respected for its leadership in working tirelessly to protect 
and advance the rights of the LGBTQ community. Throughout my profession-
al career fighting injustice and discrimination and advocating for equity and 
inclusion, Equality Illinois has been a source of strength and a reliable and 
essential partner. It is always gratifying to be recognized for your work, but 
for me it is even more important to be honored by your peers, and for this I 
am truly grateful."

MONA NORIEGA
COMMISSIONER,
CHICAGO COMMISSION
ON HUMAN RELATIONS
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Brian & Patty Abrams
Todd Barnhart & Scott Neslund
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Dee Beaubien
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Kevin Hauswirth*
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*Board of Directors
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Aon
AT&T
Bartlit Beck Herman Palenchar and Scott LLP
Chicago Beverage Systems
Gochnauer Family Foundation
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Human Rights Campaign - Chicago 
Jenner & Block LLP
Kivvit
Local 881 UFCW

Mayer Brown
MB Financial Bank 
Novum Pharma, LLC 
Quarles and Brady LLP
Franczek Radelet PC
Charles Schwab
SmithAmundsen LLC
Walgreens
Winston & Strawn LLP
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AboutFace Theatre
Adler Planetarium
Alapash New Home - Marco Albites
Andrew Christian
Ann Sather Restaurants
Big City Swing
Blue Man Group Chicago
Breakthru Beverage Illinois
Buzz Cafe
Caesars Entertainment Group
Camp Cody
Capital Genealogy
Cathy Sikora
CH Distillery
Chicago A Cappella
Chicago Athletic Clubs
Chicago Children's Theatre
Chicago Cryospa
Chicago Fire
Chicago Red Dress
Chicago Red Stars
Chicago White Sox
Chicago's First Lady
City Lit Theater Company
Club Lucky
Court Theatre
Dana Hotel and Spa
Dr. Mark Sachse, D.C.
Drs. Rosenfeld & Mandelaris
Early to Bed
East Bank Club
Ebert Fine Art Portraiture
Elizabeth Restaurant
Entertainment Cruises
FEW Spirits
Flywheel Chicago
Frank Event Design
Gene Siskel Film Center
Gregg Helfer, Ltd., Private Jeweler
Hammer Made Shirts
Hazel Apparel:
  Marissa Vanden Bout
Healing Foundations
Heather Vickery
Hilton Chicago
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Ravinia Festival
Raymundo De Acosta
ReAlign Chiropractic
Rembrandt Chamber Players
Revolution Brewery
Robert John Russo Gallery
Rockford Park District
Roger Beck Portraits
Rosebud Restaurants
Rotofugi
RPM Italian
Sanders Fine Portraits
Sen. Chris Murphy
Sepia Restaurant
Shariana Images
Shedd Aquarium
Sidetrack The Video Bar
Simple Life. Simple Health
Skyline City Prints
Sutton Studios
Swedish Bakery
Sweet Mandy B's
Tawani Foundation
The Clubhouse
The Godfrey Hotel Chicago
The Goff Financial Group
The Leigh Gallery
The Redhead Piano Bar
Thodos Dance Chicago
Thousand Waves Martial Arts
  and Self Defense Center
Todd O'Gorman
Trey Coppeland
Two Brothers Brewery
U.S. Apothecary
United
Vanille Patisserie
Virgin Hotels Chicago
Wilde Bar & Restaurant
William Reinke
Wines for Humanity
YogaNow
Zanies Comedy Night Club

Human Rights Campaign
Humbolt House
InterContinental Chicago
  Magnificent Mile
iO Improve Comedy
Isabella Rotman
Jerry's
Joe Mills
John Gress
JW Marriott Chicago Hotel
Kimpton Hotels & Restaurants
Kiss Kiss Caberet
Koval
Kuma's Too
La Bella Figura:
Karen King & Victoria Fantauzzi
Lady Gregory's Irish Pub
Lagunitas
Lakeview East Chamber of Commerce
Lansky Career Consulting
Legal Council for Health Justice
Lifeline Theatre
Lillstreet Art Center
LM Catering
Lynfred Winery
Mark Brown Photography
Mars Gallery
Marty's Martini Bar
Mary Shedden
Matthew Lew Fine Art
Milk Handmade
MillerCoors
Mitchell Channon Design
Model Bartenders
Music of the Baroque
Music Theater Works
Nacional 27 (Lettuce Entertain You)
Neighborly
Pastoral Artisan Cheese Bread & Wine
Peckish Pig
Peter Mark
Pilates Chicago
Porchlight Music Theatre
Progressive Chiropractic
PRP Wine International #EIGALA
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The work of securing and defending LGBTQ equality is far from over.  Changing laws is just the foundation for 
securing lived equality for all Illinoisans.

Equality Illinois has a smart, aggressive agenda for this year and beyond that includes legislative, defensive, and 
educational priorities for the movement:

 • Marshal our forces to work with allies and LGBTQ-supportive leaders to block or mitigate the worst 
inclinations of the Trump-Pence administration and Congress.

 • Secure inclusive laws and policies, such as modernizing the standard for changing a gender marker to be 
consistent with the latest medical knowledge and preventing criminal defendants from justifying their 
violent action by blaming the victim’s sexual orientation or gender identity.

 • Grow a strong and diverse statewide network that empowers LGBTQ Illinoisans to live equal in every 
aspect of their daily lives and activates the population at large through educational events, networking 
meetings, and leadership development.

 • Work with Illinois-based businesses to create and maintain inclusive and welcoming workplace practices 
and inviting spaces for LGBTQ clients.

 • Engage faith leaders from inclusive communities of faith on issues of social justice for the LGBTQ 
community and seek out clergy persons who are looking to create safe spaces for the community in their 
faith tradition. 

 • Convene the third annual LGBTQ Equality Institute in Chicago and second annual LGBTQ Equality Institute 
in Springfield to educate and empower hundreds of supporters, thought leaders, and stakeholders 
statewide.

 • Ensure existing laws are properly implemented across the state.

 • Protect, defend, and expand LGBTQ rights under the law by defeating all anti-LGBTQ legislative or ballot 
efforts as well as advancing federal and state priorities, including the Equality Act.

 • Host forums and trainings across the state to educate members of the LGBTQ community about their 
rights, how to take advantage of these rights, and how to seek remedies when their legal rights are 
impaired.

 • In pursuing every state and federal priority, ensure full inclusion of transgender and gender 
non-confirming individuals.

 • Expand collaborations with youth advocacy organizations, labor unions, non-LGBTQ community members 
and organizations, LGBTQ-supportive small businesses, and racial, immigrant, and economic justice 
organizations.

THE ROAD AHEAD

Equality Illinois also has a regional impact and national recognition.  As the largest state equality group in the
Midwest, we use that platform to convene regional groups to set strategy, build capacity, and develop shared 
agenda.

We are one of few state LGBTQ groups regularly participating in national agenda-driving conversations.  

Yet, we can’t be successful without your continued investment and commitment to our work. Let’s continue to build
on our momentum in 2016 to create a more equal Illinois and the nation.
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Michael A. Leppen
BENEFACTOR

PRINCIPAL
Gabriel Fontes & Grant Gochnauer

LEADER
Art Johnston & Jose Pena
Clark Pellett & Robert Kohl
Jennifer Rule & Christy Weber

SUSTAINER
David Kovy
Tim O’Keefe
Lee Anne & Rich Stoddart
Herve Lavenant
Mary Pierson
Hon. Heather Steans
Ray Koenig & Johnny Song
Clark Miller & Gregory Story

Timothy Fox
Dan & Jacqueline Frett
Ronald Fritz
Michael Fruchter
J. Richard Gallagher & Cliff Kaiser
Joseph Goodwin & Michael Pellecchia
Jon T. Foley & Jeffrey Grinspoon
Susan & David Hauswirth
Kevin Hauswirth
Zoe Helding
Mary Jo & Stephen Herseth
Michael Jefvert & Alexander deHilster
Randolph Johnston
Kelly Jones
Kyle Klatt
Rodney Becker & Mark Liberson
John Litchfield & Joe Olszewski
Anita & Dan Mauro
Kevin McGirr
Hon. Michael McHale
Bill & Sherry Nelson
Phil Burgess & Jim Nutter
Editha Paras
Christopher Pett
David Prindable
Matthew Pruyn
William Pry
Craig Andree & Frank Quinn
Alan & Irene Redman
Ruzica Ristanovic
Sava Ristanovic
Robert  Rupp
Norman Sandfield
Jason Santos
Greg Schedler
Eric Seelbach
Peter Tortorello & Bob Wolf
Hon. Tom Tunney
Timothy Volk & John Graziani
Frank Villella
Whitney Allen & John Whitehurst
Dave Samber & Darrell Windle
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CAPITOL CLUB MEMBERS

Patrick Ahern
Barry Brunetti & Robert Neubert
David Alfini
Austin Baidas
James Bailey
Bradley Balof
Mary Dee Beaubien
John Becvar & Jim Walsh
Scott Burgh
Robert Cohn
Raymond Crossman
Anthony D’Amato & James LoBianco
Kurt Dahl & Jeff Clark
Bismoy Dasgupta & Charles Todd
David Dean
Patrick DePoy
Edward Diffin
Jim & Joan Ducayet
Toby Eveland & Brian C. Johnson

ACTIVIST
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STATE FARM Business Leadership Award
SENATOR MARK KIRK Freedom Award
LANA WACHOWSKI Freedom Award
CHICAGO URBAN LEAGUE Freedom Award

2014

UNITED AIRLINES Business Leadership Award 
STATE SENATOR HEATHER STEANS Freedom Award

2013

McDERMOTT WILL & EMERY Business Leadership Award
STATE REPRESENTATIVE MARK BEAUBIEN Freedom Award

2012

ILLINOIS SAFE SCHOOLS ALLIANCE Freedom Award
ART JOHNSTON Lifetime Acheivement Award

2011

AT&T Business Leadership Award
LAURA M. RICKETTS Freedom Award
MARY F. MORTEN Freedom Award
ILLINOIS SENATE PRESIDENT JOHN J CULLERTON 
Freedom Award

2010

KRAFT Business Leadership Award
FORMER ILLINOIS SENATE PRESIDENT EMIL JONES, JR. 
Freedom Award
PAULETTE CURKIN Freedom Award
MARA KEISLING Freedom Award
STATE REPRESENTATIVE GREG HARRIS Freedom Award

2009

WALGREENS Business Leadership Award
JUDY YEAGER Freedom Award
STATE REPRESENTATIVE CONSTANCE A. HOWARD
Freedom Award
REVEREND GREGORY DELL Freedom Award

2008

JENNER & BLOCK Business Leadership Award
FAIR ILLINOIS Community Award
REVEREND WILLIE BARROW Freedom Award
PRAIRIE FLAME Organizational Award

2007

LASALLE BANK Business Leadership Award
ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL LISA MADIGAN
Freedom Award
ILLINOIS SECRETARY OF STATE JESSE WHITE
Freedom Award
JOHN & CHAR CEPEK Freedom Award
LYNN SPROUT Freedom Award

2006

MOTOROLA Business Leadership Award
DEL MARTIN & PHYLLIS LION Freedom Award
HONORABLE DAWN CLARK NETSCH Freedom Award
STATE SENATOR CAROL RONEN Special Recognition Award
STATE REPRESENTATIVE LARRY McKEON 
Special Recognition Award

2005
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MICHAEL J. SACKS/GCM GROSVENOR
Business Leadership Award
LEA DELARIA Freedom Award
TRANSLIFE CENTER OF CHICAGO HOUSE Freedom Award

2015

PAST HONOREES

MARIANO’S Business Leadership Award
HOUSE DEMOCRATIC LEADER NANCY PELOSI
Freedom Award

2016
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